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ENGLISH SKILLS AND THE HEALTH
INSURANCE COVERAGE OF
IMMIGRANTS

MANCUS DILLENDER

ABSTRACT

Many immigrants lack both Enghsh skills and heakth insurance coverage. Undesstanding
the effect of English sitis on bealth msurance i ditfical because English sivills are cor-
related with many anchservable characterisits that are also related to health mserance
In this pape, 1 explot the fact that young children can learn 2 new language moch mare
exsily than older children ic examine how Engitsh skills affec health tsarance coversge
for tmigrans asd theltr children. | find that Tnglish skills greathy immprove Emmigrasks
access Lo empiloyes. spunsored health nsarance. While Medicud covers 2 majortty af chil-
dren whe do ot have ampioyer. spomsored health tnmranes because of thetr imegran
parents’ poar Exglish skills, immégrasts with poor English skalls are much more likey to
beumtnsured. 1nest Medicaud exp English
ahility 2= find evidence that the effect of stisfying Medicalds income roquirements in
Medicaid coverage by senallest fior immgrants with 1he warst Engitsh skills, which sug-
st that the dierend etfects for parents and thetr childres may not be estively becmse
of differendt Medicaid income threshalds for adubls el childres.

KEYWORDS : lisguape skils, imumigrants, hoakh Issisance, Medicasd
JEL CLASSIFICATION: 13,15

L Introduction

Omly &7 pencent of firsl- penaration fmmigr hexkh msurance
im the Untied States, while 87 percent of matrers do. Having health tosurance tncreases
the wse of preventive care, decreases svuldable hospttaliations, and reduces exposare b
Smarctal rigk (Finkelst=in =t al. 2012; Koletad and Kewalskl 2012; Mier 2012). As im-
migTanis comprise 13 percent of the U5 populition and as the sation undergres bealth
Ensarance rek

lack health tnsuranice coversge b of iekerest b palicy makers. A pobentil reasem for the
health meurance dispasities is that mamy immagrants lack Englich lingnage skolls. Eeglish

anemg s the potemtial o bomer eliance on public health mear
anceor in decresse the lkeliond that immigrars are unizsured But as a ladk of fnglish

Marcss Diimder {dknderaragicb.org), WL Upi 8 -
1 Theac satisics o calcalaied weang ih 013 Amican Cermmmusty Serecy

) BT American Socety of Hindth lizonamins sd i A0 4 Bnjr s 0007
Mamb st lnsitess o Tebaslgy Ameizan loaread of Healih Eiomemmrics 3051 312345
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