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The global threat from plastic pollution
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| tory system of the mussel, Mytilus edulis (L.) n

Ingested microscopic plastic translocates to 1]
the circulatory system of the mussel, Mytilus
edulis (L.)

MA Browne, A Dissanayake, TS Galloway, DM Lowe___ -
Environmental science & __., 2008

Plastics debris is accumulating in the environment and is
fragmenting into smaller pieces; as it does, the potential for
ingestion by animals increases. The consequences of
macroplastic debris for wildlife are well documented, however
the impacts of microplastic (<= 1 mm) are poorly understood.
The mussel, Mytilus edulis, was used to investigate ingestion,
translocation, and accumulation of this debris. Initial
experiments showed that upon ingestion, microplastic
accumulated in the gut. Mussels were subsaquently exposed
to ...
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