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ENGLISH SKILLS AND THE HEALTH
INSURANCE COVERAGE OF
IMMIGRANTS

MARCUS DILLENDER

ABSTRACT
Many Engitch lls 20 heakh g U
the effict of English sidls on health tnsurance i difficakt because English skills are car-
related with many unohservable characteristics that ane also related to health tnsurance
In this paper, | explot the fact that young childres can learn 2 sew language much mare
castly than ader children to examise haw English sls affect health tnsurance coverage
for tmmigrants and thetr chikinen. | find that English skills greatfy tmprove immigrasts
access o employes-spansared health nsarance. While Medicaid covers 2 majartty of chil-
dren wha da nat have employer-spansared health insurance because of their imgrant
pmm'pnmsngumm mimigeasts with poor Englsh dlls ae mach mre lkely o
d English
abilty andﬁndnﬁ.emlhalﬂndm of sattsfying Medical s income requirements an
Medicaid coverage 15 smallest for tmmigrants with the worst Enghich skills, which sug-
gests that the different effects for parents and their childres may not be estirdly becmse
of differemt Medicand income thresholds for adults asd childres.

KEYWORDS: lsguage skills, imsigrants, heahh iesurance, Medicatd
JEL CLASSIFICATION: 113,115

L. Intreduction

Only &7 percent of first Bave

in the United States, while 87 percent of nattves do.' Having health insurance increases
the use of preventive care, decre: idabl and redn

Emanctal risk (Pinkelstetn et al. 2012; Kobstad and Kowalskl 2012; Miller JnlzJ Aslm.
migrants comprise 13 percest of the US population and a5 the mtten undergees health
why immigrants

Iack hesth insurasce coverage i of eteret 1 palicy mkes. A potentl e the

health pacities s y Tack English language solls. English

ance o tod h 4 But as alack of English
& WE Upi i =plmast Foarh.

e i e B,

15 MM T American Sacety of Health Econarists and dai i 018D he s 00077

Mamachaacits Institetr of Takaclogy Amcsicn foarmal of Healih Foonomica 33): 312-345
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